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It is likely that most Cumberland Presbyterians are at least aware of
Choctaw Presbytery. However, generations of Cumberland Pres-
byterian mission efforts with the Choctaw are generally unknown to
most of us.

Given that the Choctaw historical tradition is primarily oral, few
written records exist to document
a valuable portion of Cumberland
Presbyterian History.

Did you know:

T Rev. Robert Bell, a Cumberland

minister from Logan County,
Kentucky, was a missionary to the
Choctaw and Chickasaw in the early
1800s before the Trail of Tears.

T Among the Indians relocated by

Andrew Jackson along the Trail of
Tears were Cumberland Pres-
byterians.

T The Choctaw Code Talkers who served the United States gallantly in both

World Wars included Cumberland Presbyterians in their ranks.

T Choctaw Presbytery was formed as Bethel Presbytery from Red

River Presbytery by Texas Synod. The name was changed to Choctaw
Presbytery in 1890, and, in 1899, the presbytery became part of Indianola
Synod with Cherokee, Chickasaw, and Greer County Presbyteries.
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  Choctaw Code Talkers

THE TOOLS TO DO THE JOB

The Historical Foundation is already making efforts to preserve the
history and heritage of Choctaw Presbytery and you can help!

In order to preserve the story and especially the oral tradition of these
unique Cumberland Presbyterians, we intend to record digital video
of as many of their stories as possible.

A fact finding research exploration of Choctaw Presbytery has
already taken place. The Foundation has visited all of the current
congregations in the presbytery as well as many sites that are
important to the history of the presbytery and has attended a meeting
of Choctaw Presbytery securing the cooperation of presbyterial
leaders.

In order to make this project possible we will need to purchase video
equipment, cover production costs, provide supplies, and pay for
travel expenses.

Your 2015 Denomination Day offering will go toward
making this project happen!


